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< Thzs i thc cngh of L) mcmpis
"-from former President Johnsow's
“book, “The Vantage Point,” an ac-
'counﬂ of his presidency, to be m/b
3-l?shad shthJ

CTHE SIXDAY WARY

Just before m{,ht o'clock o’ the
mmmng of June 5, 1947, the telephone
yang in my bedroor at the While
House, Bob McNamara was calling
with a message never heard hefore hy
‘an  American President. “Mr. Presi-
dent,” he said, “the Lot line is up.”

The hot line i a speclal teletype cix-
cuit Jinking Moscow and Washinglon.
The technicians call it Molink. 1ts pur-
pose Is to provide instand communica-
tions betwen the Soviet leaders and
the  American President in umcs of

“grave crisis in order to minimizce the
dangers of delay and nn.:unrxcwtanq-
ing.

McNamara’s words were ominous,
given. the background against which
they were spokcn"]‘hn.b and onehalf
hours before, at 4:35 aan,, Walt Rostow
‘had awakened me with th(, news that
war had erupted in the Middle East,

On May 14, 1967, Nasser mobilized
‘his armed forces. Two days later ¥gypt
“asked the United Nations to withdraw
ity 1)€q('GACCp1’1;‘ force in the Singl. In
can action that
that still’ puzzles me, Secretary Gen-
eral U Thant announced that UN
forces could not remain in the Sinai

‘yithout Egyptian spproval, ¥ven the
Nasser's’

Lgvphans were  surprised.
‘Ambassador in Washington {old us
that his government thought
hoped that U Yhant would play for
time., But he did not, and tension in.
m eased, ‘
I knew that on_ Febrvary 26, 1957,

SC(ICtaIV of ‘%tatc Dulles had in-
formed  President XEisenhower in a
memotrandum “that Isracl had been as-
sured that a purpose of the United Na-
tions Emergency Force would be to re-
‘,su'ain' the exercise .of Dbclligerent
‘rights which would prevent passage
‘through the Straits of Titan.” I wanted
lo know precisely how Eisenhower
had viewed the matler at that time,
80 T sought his views and invited any,
statement he might care to make. Gen-
eral Eisenhower sent me a message
stating his view that the Israelis’ right

of access to ‘the Gulf of Agaba was

deflinitely part of ‘the “comm)tmf‘nt”
-we had made to them.-

On the evening of May 26 1 mot wuh

Jsrael's Foreign Minister Abbha Ebaun,

who had just flown to Washington.

Our conversalion wag direct and frank,
Ebhan said that according to Israelj in-
telligence, the United A

(UAR) was preparing an all-out attack.

shocked e then, and

and -
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T asked Secretary MceNamara, who was’
present, to give Mr. ¥ban a summary
of our findings, Three separate intelli-
gence groups had looked carefully into
the matter, MeNamara said, and it was
owr best judgment that a UAR atlack
was not imminent.
gence people are unanimous,” T added,
“that if the UAR attacks, you will whip'
hell out of them.”

Eban asked what the United States
was willing to do to keep the Gulf of
Agaba open. I reminded him that T had
defined our position on May 23, We
were hard at work on what {o do to as-
sure [ree access, and when to do it.
“You can assure the Israeli Cahinet,”
said, “we will pursue vigorvously any
and all possible me Isures to keep {he
strait open.”

I pointed out that we had 10 try to
work through the Unitea Nations first,
HI10 it should become apparent that the
UN is ineffective,” 1 said, “then Israel’
and her friends, including the United
States, who are willing to stand up and
be counted can give specific. and indi-
cation of what they can do.”

I told him that Y:saw some hope in”
the plan for an international naval
force in the strait avea, but that before
such a proposal could be effective T
had to be sure Congress was on board.
T am fully aware of what three past
Yresidents have said” 1 told FEban,
“but that is not wmth five cents il thc
people and the Congress do not sup-

:the vanguard with me on

;porting such a

“All of our intelli- -
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‘experience that the situation would be
worse if the Congress started out sup-
porling Jsrae! and then found cxeuses
“{o turn tail and run if the going got _
rough. Some £

Asia were alrcady looking fm a storm
cellar, and 1 did not want a repetition
of tlis faintheartedness in the '\’hudle
Lasl.

Abba Eban is an 1ntelh“0nl and sen-
sitive man. I wanled him to under-
stand the U.S. position fully and
clearly, and to commumcato what I
said 1o his government. “The central’
point, Mr. Minister,” -1 told him, “is
that your nalion not be the one to bear
the responsibility for any oulbreak of
war.” Then T said very. stowly and very

positively: “Isr acl will not be alone un-

1ess it decides to go alone.”

Before U.5. military forces could be
involved in any way, I was deler mined
to ask Congress for a resolution sup-
move, 1 was convineed
that Congress would approve the reso-
lution if there scemed to be no alterna-
tive, bul such a vole of confidence
would not be easy to obtain. There
were those on Capitol TIill who would
willingly exploit the situation for polit-
ical advantage. In a joint memoran-
dum to me Rusk and McNamara ob-
served: “While dt is true that many
Congressional Vicinamn doves may he

in thc process of conversion to Isracli

hawks . .. an effort {o get a meaning-
ful resolulion from the Congress runs
{he risk of becoming bogged down in
acrimonious dispute.”

At the very least, I knew that the
Congress would not move until we had
exhausted all other
dics, through the United Nationk and
outside it. This was also true of the
White House. .1 was opposed to using
foree until T was persuaded that every
other avenuce was blocked. And we
were moving rapidly to explore every
possihility. S -

With the bumh we sought wide-
" spread. support for a decls .1ation af-
firming the right of innocent passage
through the Gulf of Aqnbd This was
slow work. By June 4 only eight coun-
tries had agreed, and thcy included the
United States, (uaat Britain, aud Is-
racl. The othem were the Nothulands
Australia, Iccland, Belgium, and New
Zealand, Ttive othcr nations — West
Germany, Avgentina, Portugal, Can--
ada, and Panama -- were still studying.
‘the ploposmon but we felt they wexe
nearing agreement, e

During that final weckend of une"lsy
quict Rusk sent cables to all our Am-,
bassadors in Arab capilals urging-them
fo “put your minds to poqsxl]c solu-
tions which can prevent war.” He in-
formed the Ambassadors U at-we ‘had
thus far been able to convince the Ts-
raclis to hold back, but that they might
be nearing a decision to use force, “It
will do no good,” his message said, “lo
ask Israel simply {0 accepl the present
status quo in the Strait, becausc lsrael
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